BEHIND   THE   SCENES   IN   THE    CABINET

Unification Marxista, United Marxist Workers* Party), the latter
an organization hated by the Communists as a Trotskyist strong-
hold which had for weeks been preaching open rebellion against
the Government in its newspaper La Batalla.

On the day in question I had been invited to dine at the
British Embassy. I waited until the very last moment, in the hope
that the heated discussions, which had already lasted some hours,
would die down. It had always seemed to me that the Cabinet
meetings were unnecessarily long. During the'Premiership of Senor
Largo Gaballero, the length of these sessions gave evidence of a
lack of personal consideration for a man who, in spite of a physical
resistance which enabled him to preside over the debates for
five or six hours at a stretch, was after all seventy years old, and
who bore on his shoulders the tremendous responsibility of both
the Premiership and the conduct of the War Ministry. But the
Cabinet was composed of eighteen Ministers, the majority of
whom felt it necessary to speak at length in every discussion, and
the Prime Minister found it difficult to impose any time limit for
speeches of individual members. In my opinion Cabinet meetings
in time of war should never last longer than two hours.

The occasion of the British Embassy dinner was the coronation
of King George VI, and it was essential for me to be present.
After making a brief attempt at conciliation, I left the Cabinet
meeting, certain that on my return it would still be in session. But
when, an hour and a quarter later I did return, I met the Prime
Minister on the stairs. He had just called on the President to
inform him that the Cabinet had resigned. During my short
absence the resignation of the two Communist Ministers had
produced a crisis.

Senor Largo Caballero was once more entrusted with the task of
forming a Government. The stumbling-block was the portfolio of
the War Minister. Everybody agreed that Senor Largo Caballero
should continue as Prime Minister, but whereas certain members
considered that the two posts of Prime Minister and War Minister
should not be in the hands of one man, Senor Largo Caballero
demanded for himself not only the War Ministry, but also the
Air and Naval Ministries, to be combined with it under the title
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